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THE SELF- TAUGHT
OPERATOR S TOOLKI T

27 FREE TOOLS TO BREAK | NTO
Al [/ AUTOVATI ON // CYBERSECURI TY

Nobody handed ne a roadmap. | found these tools the hard way —diggi ng through foruns at 2am
bui | di ng things that broke and rebuilding them Every tool here is free or has a free tier.
Every one is battle-tested. This is the toolkit | w sh soneone had handed nme on day one. No

fluff. No filler. Just weapons.

27 3 100%

TOOLS TOTAL CATEGORI ES FREE Tl ER
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01// Al TOOLS

The Al layer is now table stakes. Not a nice-to-have. Not a future thing. R ght now, today, you

need to be fluent in at least two of these.

01. [ FREE]
Shar pest reasoning of any Al right now Better than ChatGPT for conplex tasks, code review, and witing

that doesn't sound |ike a robot.

-> cl aude. ai

02. [ FREE]
Still the nost widely used. GPT-40 free tier handles npbst tasks. Use it al ongside Cl aude —they catch
di fferent things.

-> chat. openai . com

03. [ FREE]
Al search with real-tinme web results and citations. Better than Google for research. Kills the

10- bl ue-1i nks nodel .



-> perplexity.ai

04. [ FREE]
Free APl access to Genini nodels. Build Al-powered tools without paying. The free tier is absurdly
gener ous.

-> ai studi 0. googl e. com

05. [ FREE]
The G tHub of Al npbdels. 500,000+ nodels. Run themfree in the browser or via API. Were the open-source Al
world lives.

-> huggi ngf ace. co

06. [ FREE]
Run Al nodels locally on your own machine. Private, offline, zero APl costs. Llama, Mstral, Gemma on your
har dwar e.

-> ol | ana. ai

02 // AUTOVATI ON

Automation is |everage. One script running 24/7 is worth 40 hours of manual work. These tools
are how you nmultiply yourself.

07. [ FREEM UM
Vi sual autonmation platform Drag and drop. Connect any app to any app. 1,000 free operations per nonth.

-> nake. com

08. [ FREE]
Open-source Make.com Self-host free forever. Mdrre powerful, nmore control, no operation limts. The
hacker's automation tool.

->n8n.io

09. [ FREEM UM
100 tasks/nmonth free. Sinpler than Make but nassive app library. Best for sinple two-step automations.

-> zapi er.com

10. [ FREE]
The autonation | anguage. Learn it once, automate everything forever. Myre jobs require Python than any
other skill on this |ist.

-> python.org

11. [ FREEM UM
Depl oy Python scripts and bots to the cloud free. Run autonmations 24/7 without your PC being on.

-> railway. app

12. [ FREE]
Run code on a schedule free in the cloud. Cron jobs, bots, Cl/CD pipelines. 2,000 free m nutes per nonth.

-> github. conifeatures/actions

13. [ FREE]
Browser autonation. Scrape websites, automate web tasks, test U's. Free and open source. Python-friendly.

-> playwight. dev




03 // CYBERSECURI TY

You cannot buy your way into security knowl edge. You have to earn it by breaking things. These
tools let you do that legally.

14. [ FREEM UM
Learn cybersecurity by actually hacking. Guided roons from absol ute begi nner to advanced. Hundreds of free
hour s.

-> tryhackne. com

15. [ FREEM UM
Real hacking chall enges. Mre advanced than TryHackMe. Cl osest thing to real-world pentesting w thout a
j ob.

-> hackt hebox. com

16. [ FREE]
The hacker's OS. 600+ pre-installed security tools. Free forever. Run in Virtual Box or WSL2 on W ndows.

-> kali.org

17. [ FREE]
Capture and anal yze network traffic. If you want to understand networks —really understand them —start
here.

-> wireshark.org

18. [ FREE]
Net wor k scanner. Map any network, discover hosts, identify open ports and services. First tool in any
pent est .

-> nmap.org

19. [ FREEM UM
Web application security testing. Intercept and nodify HTTP traffic. Find vulnerabilities in web apps.

-> portsw gger.net/burp

20. [ FREE]
The exploitation framework. Learn how real attacks work so you can defend agai nst them Industry standard.

-> netasploit.com

21. [ FREEM UM
SIEM platform Ingest |ogs, detect threats, build security dashboards. SOC anal yst essential. Free up to
500MB/ day.

-> spl unk. com

04 // LEARNI NG AND CERTS

Free know edge that woul d have cost thousands five years ago. The gatekeepers built walls.
These tools go around them

22. [ FREE]
Free ConpTl A A+, Network+, Security+ study guides, videos, and practice exans. The best free cert prep
avai | abl e.

-> pr of essor nesser. com




23. [ FREEM UM
Free cybersecurity courses. SOC anal yst path, ethical hacking, nalware analysis. Real curriculum zero
cost .

-> cybrary.it

24. [ FREE]
Free cybersecurity fundanentals from SANS —one of the nost respected organi zations in the industry.

-> cyberaces.org

25. [ FREE]
Free coding curriculum Python, JavaScript, databases, APlIs. Certificates included. 10,000+ hours of

content.

-> freecodecanp. org

05 // BU LD AND DEPLOY

Tools are worthless if your work never ships. These two get your builds in front of real people

fast.

26. [ FREE]
The best free code editor. Extensions for every | anguage. G tHub Copilot integration. Industry standard.

-> code. vi sual st udi 0. com

27. [ FREEM UM
Depl oy web projects in seconds. Connect G tHub, push code, it's live. Zero config for nobst projects.

-> vercel.com

These 27 tools are your entry point. Not your destination. The people who actually nake it in
this industry are the ones who pick one tool, go deep, build sonething real with it, and nove to

the next. They don't collect tools. They ship things.

The degree doesn't natter. The title doesn't matter. What nmatters is what you've built and what
you can prove you know how to do. Every tool on this list gets you closer to that proof.

The door is open. It was always open. Nobody was ever actually guarding it.
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